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Qtatomont by Rep. Jim Leaoh (R-IA) 
At the Joint Hearing 
On Qoownroft Miaslon to C hinn 

D«oi i3t i9ag 



Mr, C h nlr m»Ti , first let mo exprcao my thnnlis for your ertendliig 
the oourtcay of allowing a minority chosen witncae, Profenflor Bamott. 
to tofttlXy. Aa th9 Committee know«, Doak Bamott la one of America's 
loading ainolO£ruto. 

Mr. Chfllrmnn, no political party, no phlloflophlcal grouping has 
a rio=:ipoly on IncL'snut'on. Tbr oonnervati'ro XTlng of the Republican 
Party, the liberal -erfng of the Democratic Party, the moderato centoi 
have refiooted unanlmouji appall at the indefcnolble supprcoslon of 
dcmocratlo dloocat by the oxirrcnt gorcmment in BoJJln^. 

What la at laouo today, howcTcr, lo not a quostion of Indignation, 
but of Judgment — how America can play a constructive role In 
moderating Chlnoao policies end Ubcrallxlng Chinese Inotltutlons. If the 
history of the past several decades is a guide, almost every U.B. effort 
to Isolate China Zias accentuated xenophobic nationalism on the 
mainland. On the other hand, almost every U.S. step toward 
couAtructivo diolOfTuo with Beijing hAB been mot with a UberallJEed 
response. 

Thb Congreso and this Administration have no Intention of 
kowtowing to illegitimate Chinese actions. This Congrcflo and Uils 
A fi ministration, however, have on obligation to the Chinese people to 
ta^Q whatever otops that stand the best cliance of lifting their 
govomment'o yolcQ of political oppression. 

In the fi rpl measure, the hlgh-vialbillty gambit of General Bcowcroft 
and Secretary Eagleburger may bo considered a test of the efUcacy of 
outside parties helping extricate a proud nation from an embarraBoing 
comer. President Bush is prudentlaily betting that an historically 
xenophobic China Is more lUtely to temper its stridency at home and 
abroad if it i«n't perceived to be capitulating to the pressure of foreign 
pcT7crc. 

Here it must be otresoed that the only political oystem that fits 
economic free enterprise is political &ce expression reflected in 
governmental institutions of, by, and for the people. Advancing freely 
aaaodated economic ticg with the West has only one political side 
offeot: It builds brldgca to democracy. Isolating China economically 
runs & far ftroatar rlAli of assuring oppression than advancing 
democracy. 

In moot circumstances in international nffnlrs It lo preferable to 
have open covenants openly arrived at. On rare occasions, however, 
administrations reflect rare wisdom by refusing to artlculnte on their 
own behalf all the reasons for all the policies for which they are 
rcspcnslbU, Tho very nature of today's Chinese conundrum milltec 
restraint — Le.. public Inartlculatlon — a greater virtue than self-serving 
rationalisations. Tet this Congress must take notice that this Preotdent 
la not rlsk-aTnrjJo, that, ha It prepared to lead America according tO a 
strong vision — even If his leadership brooks certain criticism. 

Alas, paxtiaan confrontation hao again Burfaoed in U.B. policies 
toward China, but loot Lhcro bo doubt. It should be emphasiiied tliat 



thla time it In the DcmocraUc Party that appear, to nrefer l<1«nt,^rt^.-l 



My own view U thmt fltven tlio enormity of the chnnij*, t-n^^ . 

low-key profoeolonal to oooupy the White Houao. La tcniio of tic 
ooUap« of comxnuaUm In !taotem Europe and our ^.mnnln^ rolatlono 
j^th Mo«oow, thl. ProMdent i. Bending a altfnal thnt. whUn tho um?od 
Ctotca Ifl the t^orld'a frr«atr«it militiiiy power and prcomlaeat oymbol of 
^^cn^.^"?"; n PolTcy Of fiolnff-U-olonc is fraught ^S^al^tiLll 
booomlinj Iflolatod ouracavcfl or noftklnfl a pcriloua taolation of otliera. 

Aa tliQ BiiU-h historian D.H. UddeU Hart noted: "Never comer an 
opponent, and always a^alst him to eftre hla faeo. Put youroelf in hlo 

;i2f thin/21, through hlo eyea. Avoid aelf- rl^jhteouancda 

Uho tho dorU - nothing oo oelf-bUndlnfl." *<t«^QMu»uco» 

It U Irnixlo ho«^ UbnraU for t^nf/ ycftrt Inaf-f-d nn the wisdom of 
pubUc reoogaiUon of Mao Zedong's China and now object to Bcrious 
qiUot dl-cufl5lono with Denij JOaoplng'fl goveramcnt. The sovemmcnt of 
it c^ot^'bTll^^od."' democraUc lefiiUnuicy. but 

It la aUo ironio how those UheraU who've pressed bo aaaiduoiialy for 
^ U.B.-BoWet relation!: for oon-ultatlon in ^ 
fhl"^\t^f^''*t? r»laUon.; and for onder.landlng In U.S.-rehition» with 
the full diversity of notiono in Latin America, appear in thin instance to 
prefer a po.ture of rhetorical belligerency toward a formidaSirnu^eL 
power rather than firm, principled dialogue. 

In thla context, oeveral oboervatlono are in order: 

Firot, given the concern of Congrea. for fccurity of the atatc of 
iBniel. It ohouJd be noted that the day after General Scowcroft left 
^^ti rM^i" having raloed extremely important nonprollferaUon imue. 

China's oealor leademhlp, the Chinese Foreign Mlnlstiy pubUcly 
docUrcd that it would not »eU medium range M-9 ml«Bilea to Syria 

Second given the concern of Congress for Amerlca'o ncgaUve 
balanc, of trade, the obvious dcmandB underlining: no rcBpomiiblc 
American leader can beUeve that our national economic IntcreatB are 
sorved by waging poychologlcal siege warfare with a Btubbom and 
Bcncooent Chlneoo laadorship. 

^.^i^^"*; ^IJ*"" concern of Congresa for Anlan regional Isfluea. 
particularly Korea and Cambodia, no roaponslble solution Is likely 
without a conatrucUvo Washlngton-Beying dialogue, 

t,!^^' ^^Jt^"^* "l**"® tt^o compelling concerns and reaaono for 
hi^loTol U.S. conaultatJono with China, consultations which I ^ 
r«^rr«H n"^"* ^'"^J'' American aide by ethical profenaiomOa who 
rollcotod firm American concemo and soUd American valuea. 

th« °f ^^^^ year. 

. vindicated: If not. the AdmlnUtration mno 4e riak 

L BcSm.''" " ^ ^ legitimise a lo.o than legitimate regSe 

tho -^I'njV"? ^T**^' "^'^"' "'^^ President has within 

the acopo of a single year firmly ensconsed himself as the central 
pUyer In leading the West toward a now security dialogue with the 

SS?oleti°^- ^"T T':''^ ^"^5^^* ^''^ Chl^n'nnd'rnrt'^economlc 
l^de??wr^n?t! ^"d^I-enU may be in question, but 
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